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Romans VUL 14* 

for as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the Sons of God, 

> 

THESE Words arc a Kcafoa to jpforce tKp 
DoftTioe which the Apoftle had latd down iii 
the foregoing Verfe, namely. That y/m /iter 
after thi Ftejh^ we JhsM die : hnt if througja tt^ 
Spirit^ we mmipe the Deeds of the FUpt^ wefbdlltive. 

By the Flefb is fometimes in Scripture more particu- 
larly lignify'd the IncIiqatioQS of Men to fenfual Ple^« 
lEnres^ but living in the Fleih being opposM by thp 
Apoftle to the Cbriftiaa and Spiritual Life, we fire to 
Qoderfbnd this Pbraft 10 its greate|t Latitude and £3;- 
tent, for the Corraptlqa and deprived Afic&ions of 
Hnman Naturejla general. In this Senfe alfo^ onr Apq- 
ftle nqderftands the Works of the Flelb, GaLv. i^^io. 
wher« be deicribes them, not only by the Slosof ^#(« 
fepy^ Fomicdiien^ i)mlemmefs mtd LajuviQii[nefs \ huf if 
th^ff of ldoldtr%,, IVitehcrdft^ Hatred^ K^riimce^ EmuUr 
tion^ Wtdth^ ottife^ Seditiens^ Hetefie/^ Envying^ sUmT'- 
der^ Revelliiigs^ knd fuch lUe^ Ip e. aQ^thofe Other finfiiL 
Appetites and Dilbrdefs of our corrupt Natures, which 
^tti iifconfiftent with a Life of Grace, and by neceiTary 
CoqfwQence with tbe. Hopes of Qlory. Ar as mdriy 
' m Mte^d ly the Spirit efCpdy they^ and they only are lir 
^SoHs #/ Cod^ 1 1, thtik ftho live qnder the Condud bf 
Cod's Hply Spirit; as God be thanked we may all of ns 
:do, if it be not our pwn Faul^ ytlW not only abftai|i 
from the more grofs and notorious Sins of the Fle% 
'but, from every known kind and deme of Sin. Ttfe 
Temple whieh the H6ly Spirit delights to diTell id, 
mnft. oeTqperated from all common and unclean UjTesj 
be win not fySUfMlf riyalLoft or I^alDon in a H)»(t 
.. \ ^' ' '^' • whereijj. 
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;5 A Sermon PreacBd 

wherein h e has taken u p his Refidence ; and efpeciallf wc 
HIBft nut tIriUK, Vlhllll yec GAd liiows a great many 
CtlfllHans tfo/ of "dividing oufTTcarts between the Ser- 
vice of Religion, and our Lnfh*, it is impoflible to re- 
concile or coinpf un4 T\xlb ^f)i pRUO^e; fnterefts : No, 
if we will cleave to the one, we muft refolve to dif* 
Tcl^aim and-reliaqpUhr tfee othcr,^ ^^ V* **^ othw way.- 
s To this End are thijfc Comrtabds in ^ripUire.^ /*^'>? 
Cod mth '^ oHt^H^tt^ ^iJvrMuiU VftP ScMb^ Jtmd with mU 
0Wr Mifht^ Dcut. Vi. 4, 5. Of Jervin^ him wiib a perfeS 

Jffort^ Md If »;/^>5^iW, i.QW- «xviii.^sw- -And #/ 

^tlidvDig to ^jfiti with /hII pUrppfi pf Hearty Aflb xvfi. 23, 
^80 that tone; led by the Holy Spirit .of .Qbd, is t» live 
Sn'z xonftarft, ^ llncere and linear rrj Obedience to the 
Xaws of God i T'a^be Hohfir^ latlina^mer of ConvirfMi^^ 
dni to forfah flVtht carndl Dejirtis of the JFIipi^ thsi^t is, iJl 
"fhe Sins of nattir'al ConcapflcepGC 9jicl Cormptioq whai- 
Tocvcr they b^^'fo'thative wil Ab^ "fallow npr bej[^ 
'-by them. . , V V , ; » - • • 

' ' But bc^aole wneral Iirftruaioa^^dp ; not give Men fi) 
.jcleat and diflriiifir a Nptlon ojf jfieir.Unty^ as wjieo we 
'explain tO'tbetn the teVeril Tarts '^nd Branches of it, 
"1 Oialf make it my Bufinefi fr«m t^ipfc Words, 
\ **£rK?;'To confi4^r;( fdr 1 caiinpf oefcend to treat of 
'them ^n ) romci of tbofe fpeciSi Trmt$ apd Graces which 
^he Sph|t of God ofcrafes'in thie Hearts of gpod Me^j 
"ihat (0 by examihiije into' the State aqdOiTpofitioa of our 
Town Hearts, you &ay ktfow wheihfer you be led by the 
Spirit- of God, bPl)y tl)ateYU; spirit; \ohich m *orh 
'ikihe Children of Difob^dience^^'LJ^Ai;^ Wen Ot CpffOpt 
\ind tfnregcnerate iiearts.V"" ' !:/'.';' 
\ ' ^rWA',', Having done thi§,' I thai) cbnfider the great 
ClE^appincfs 6( tjiofc v^fco ^re 1^ by, ^he Spirit of God. 
^' }: In {^^ing to.rtiy grit (ft^t^jfl'^lfm co^f^ut toj 
4felf to expUiii 

5;%thTtS^^^^ the5£crreif 
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Ghrill th< Head^ intt>>arteJ|ar and cngplitftSftCitty ; ii84 
tbiiUbmi ill mddetiky the holy Sptrii^jiiAraiciog abd 
iafonni«g tkeft^cral Members of tbis^gpftfc^y) «s th^ 
feveral Fundions of our Aniio^l Ufti:4r«\«diuted..Uf 
fUK S*«L . Frbm #iidict the ApQ)(lktt«J{es occ^foa 
^ ihew at large, t Ckn xii. tho' it ;feem« au Argumeat 
Yr^idifew Ferfoas dull/coofnier, .th^t .tbore ought l» 
bfit;tltt fonnt mutual T^flttemefs aad.AfifS^ioa among 
Cbd^iaat in their difiercfit Scatioas ^pd Capacities^ 
that there tsobfinVdto bebetw^n the y^iffer'eqt Metov 
^«rs of the Body HaturaK And oQpwi^Hy Iru^^M 
very properly reckoned by the Apoftle n\Mt of ibt 
^.FrOitiot the fipirit^ and wliich.jnile^d pfepacci 
^^aiy. for that whfch foilofrs -, aa4 that is^ 
: 1. 3f^* / F^r Love, is a Paflion iR^.hidl aitfamlly «i»y 
krges Xhe Hearty, lad fills it with pl€«^fng and graieftil 
^nfatioDs ; but it is never inore pleaVd than when h m 
c#ipltfy'd in real and fertfible^A^b of Kindncfiov Bme- 
SooiCe: And eQ)ecfiaUy tQ 4 £Qod Mao,, to a Man 
i^olb.Hcart is furpriBcd «itfa n true Sonfe of Chriftian 
Lov^i .nothing caA btibgreatia Plei^cciAfctpdoQood* 
S$hmmt^ .who liv'd undfita QifpiQQf^wn Jii^her^in tho 
Procfcpts <£ UNttuaLboTe Md Chai^ityiMnfag Men ^Ttrft 
nDtcarry'd & btgb» nte enforced uponihofe new and 
eagagiuig Motives^ as lathe G^fpel (nfiofi the Account 
of which our Lord alls that Charge m)^\k. h« jgave toi 
Ms piiciples ff Uving 4910 mmtlur^ a fif ip Cfmmmdmtm} 
t«t this Wife Princt, I fity, : fpejaking,.of the Advan^t 
lages and good Things (as we call them) of iJA% 
Worlds tells as^ Thm (« knwmfi^ g^jii in thtm-^ yatlj^i: 
s MdM ic i^fQ0d imd r9Joyc^ inhkLifip « ^ 

And certainly^ .he, who had dru^k.. aadcsep as 1^ 
Man hi the Go]) of lenfiial Plearares>attd;Qelights, wal 
the beft aUe to iadgo wbsttin thortitie and proper^ nnd 
folid Joys of Hamaa.Ufe cooliftA Nay, if any tbiAg 
could be fuppos'd to contribute to tbe Hafmnefs of the 
^'fine Jife^ if God.co^ receir? ^y[jnylnL hxf:%^\ati 
to the eternal Felicity of his ownNacnCe^ .1 do potdpntlt 
iotatwas wheoitf tk^jirigfls^^ ^^Wf , rin AdaiiratiMi 
5if the wonderful Woiicr of bisGoodiW^il^ftf^fW/prM;: 
O9 Afcer.Men had..&illfrA .from th<ifi^igMa| end.Megwl 
1 ^ State, 
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8 ^ Stkxiow Preached 

Snfte^ «Keii the Angeli ce(€bi*itod that DiTioe Grace 
iMbich rdtorM them agala to It, fn that beaTcoljr and 
\ojh\ Antbett. Clofy b$ u eU mhi^bi mdm Emh 
p0see^ 4fiJi C$9d*thth awards At$n. 

If God, ia the ordinary Methods of bis Pro^ideooe^ 
htfmd tidilight im Mircy^ Mic. TlL l8, snd in exereifif 
t^awng^tftdhefs^ Jen vii. 2^4 We cannot but think ( 1 
fpeak after the Manner of Men ) that upon tfaefe ex- 
traordinary and glorious Occafions of his cresting and 
redeeming Love, he was wonderfally re)oyoed and de- 
lighted in bis own Contemplation of them. Let us tbeo, 
as the Apoftle exhorts, be ImitMatrs of Cod 0$ diatCbiU 
drift: Let US E'^idence that wo are die Sons of Qod, by 
walking after bii Blefled Example, in Lwr ; sind dies, 
if bnr HearM 6e not altogether infimfible, we cannot 
liil of experiencing in them, bom good snd joyful m Tbif^ 
ii it to do good. 

* $. A third Fruit of the Spirit here roentionM, is 
ToAC4 : By wjtich We are not to underlland in this Place 
that inwkrd CompUMncy and' $adsfi(&ionof Mindari^ 
iing from u Scnfe of our Duty, wd the Teftimony of a 
good ConfcieiMce \ for in this Sehfe it could not be well 
diftinguilhM tromg^; But we are to underftaod by it 
a peaceable Temper and DifpoficiGai of Mind towards 
ill Men, and a dcfire of living in a friendly and txi$iA0 
Manner with them *, as alfo the interpdiog our good- 
Offices to make up thofe Breaches which may happen 
among Men, and to perfuade them to cultivates good 
Underftandlng' with one andther, as becomes the true 
and genuine Dirciplts of the Meffc anc) Holy 5<ittS tha 
Prince of Peace: Accordingly, yuawi^iii. 17, 1 8. the 
Apoftle fhovi^ us, Thiii fbe Wifdotfi which it from dove^ 
from the Spirit of Gt)d, is notionfyftnceabU in its Nature 
hud CXfpofition^ but In its paclfi^dk aa4 cbaritaUe Eflfedt) 
Jtnd the Rmits of RfghtMifnofilsn is fown in Pmt/^ 
'of them thnt m^dte Pomte^ * ' > 

/4» Ma^ntctOafyConfequence of a peaceable Temper, 
4oll(^s Lmx^ft^f^ring.' For ho# uttkA foerer we may 
4)6 difpo^^ tbltve Ih m amibable Manner wichather 
Men^ yet f as th^W^ld goes) wecannotexpcfttobe 
altog^tbef Ire* frbfai Injuries -and Erovocations: Iccoa 
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d<^^l)kWV'tan to prevent k, fome occaCdaiofR other 
will now dad' thim be offered drtaken^ which ^tRiyigirms! 
t?tfdbW ^nd UifeafiAefs frcm) thoft with wh6chiwe*)hiveHo 
d6 V.^ti<}4oheiiixies from tHofe- with whomijcrthave no 
iBaaatfridf DCalidgorConnrfiitioo. .u .v u^•(M: / 
'Ta;^ftt^0rthereforetmr' Mifds in:aiLeareiv;baiaDt3iKl » 
cbtflp8iM«TMnjper(tdwaitl9^ other MeDy^'tisrnerafi&ity yeel 
^txfd iuitt«flftV o<^ csfily bripsotrok'd vtbat we feflu'd bear * 
pKtitdtlv^ wiDk 'HtimaQ:^r8iltte9^«iditiadvBrtmK:i^sf (tfi^ wt) 
(hmldmAb fbr^e Allowances fosr tbe'commdniEnlertkni**! 
mefiXf<5i Convwratioa :^ Afkl *wo ooght to bethemoEc ea- 1 
fie ami fi^dptimk^le crpon all iheie Accoonts, whctrw^G0i\(i**> 
d^'Ooi^ iiitve^ialid how aptweiaoe tobe iiempted td.ttid 
fkie Irn^di^ittes, and^faow 6fteo' ia fad^rrd at3e> Kajr^r 
if WQ wiHifiiftitieaia a true Chrifbian and i^eniGorvefjpmi*- 
denc&' with'* all Med, we moft; not only in^ nAtof CoA^bci 
al)ove thofe^nnjuft Afperfibns wberebyt .we;ir& Jittack'd. 
in our good Names, but alfo when we are in)ur'd in .'out ^ 
civil Rights,* forbear to redrefsour felcos by^'^irtcat-ald 
lievenge&il^MCbchods: In fonie*vCafes indeed, aa it tends* 
much mdre to prefcrve our Temper, lb it's movQ^gflncrou^ 
to depart alo^etber froirf.ovr.own Rights, tluiip9> feck 
redrefs f0r the Wrongs done us ) (Special! yiJby. todaoim lAd 
expenfive LaW Suits whichrabe Bfaally^profecuasd'trithi tbati 
Violence,' that cannot be irecoiudled with.theTeitope>'o£ 
thofe^' vfhd dri iedhythcSfiwiplof Cod'^ the Ff uit Whefeof ia 
Z^/«^-yi/fir4#g-. And, 1 ' .; . . ' » 

togotlieif^ and 'makes GentUmfs (KfusmO to coniift in a 
kind Difpofition to beneficent Actions, and 6o9dttffi in the 

adoal Performanfie of them. : 

" An(i indcied we have no ^y certainly ta kndw what 
manner of Spirit we are .of,, but by reducing ioarDifpofi- 
•ions into Aft. For all the Duties of Religion are. fo rea- 
fonable in themfelves, that when we confider tbero abltra* 
fiedly in otir pwn Minds, without any oppofiiion from our 
liOfulLjiia^atid Pafltons, we caanot.but delight io the Law 
of God^feer the inward Maa^ aqd find in our fdlves fome 
godd Inclidatipns at leaft to pNradic^ it. Rom. vii. xi. But 
when we come to theTryal, i^htn wt would do^Gjtod, and 
fmdthoEvU^^ which w^ did not forefeeor fortwarn onr 
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lo ji SERMON rreacoa 

fdvcs agiiafty frwfiitt with m^ Hovr often alafs! do our 
Harts and cvcSD owr good Reiblotiofis too.dtfceirc w. 
' And e^cbtty if we woiild Jcnovv the Bottom of oor 
good Difpofitiootf to Adst of tCtodnefi and Boieficcocc, 
we muft embrace all ocealioos of exertiag thira^ and where 
ocaifion doea lot ofier^ k wiH be aa Argprnent tiMt oor 
Di^xyfitioDa are linoere to fetk them out i we araft not 
contddt oiiir fdvc« neither with a meec CMiptement of 
Goadofaqoe^ and fiune outward empty Esp^tmom of omc 
Kindnefi and Charity, fspng n a Br^ther^ w M&ifier $bm 
UmahddBd dffiitMti 9f daily Foti^ C^ytmt 94^, htjt w m wm& d 
af jUbk/, fwdwar givmg tktm ipbat it €mnn9iitm for tbetms 
For this is not fb mach to contribute to their Rclkf^ as to 
rdieve oor felTes from their Importnnity* Bnt if we wooid 
difimirer a trne Goodnefi and Beneficence of Teoaper^ we 
Doft follow the Examide of the Grett God^ ar&a it Caa^ 
aiU d§$t Cmd*^ and of the Son of God, who wmt Jbom dmmg 
Go$d. 

I know Gedtlett€& is very often explained in another 
Seofe^ asitdcootcsanhnitibleand condefcendiog Temper^ 
an eaftn^ of Accefi, and a readineis where an? OflEence 
is gireo, to hearken to any reafenable Terms or Accom- 
modation; and to hear Matters fairly and impartially 
icanV) : Theie were always thought the proper Vertaes 
and Qgalifications of a GendeoraO, and they are the Graces 
of a Chriftian; whereas an haughty and hifi>leBr, a dis- 
dainful or inexorable Temper, as it Ihows tbt a Man is 
^logedier a Strragor to the Spirit of Cbriftianity, fo it is^ 
generaSy faking, an in&UiUe Sign of a mtaa Birth^ or 
OT a meaner Educadon. 

6. The next Thing to be confider'd, is Vtith: Not 
Faith as it denotes our BeKef of the Principles and Do- 
drines of Chriftianity« or a firm Reliance on the Pro?i- 
deace and Promiies or God ; but as it fignifies Fidelity io 
oppofidon to all frandnlent and unjaft Ads. As it oh- 
ligos us to be true and juft in all our Dealing^^ and widi all 
Sincerity to obfer?e the Rok of the Apoftle, i Thtff. iv. 6. 
Tbm m MMgt htymd w dtfrtmd his Brnher in taij MMttr^ 
Upon any Account or Pretence^ or in any Cafe whateTer, 
wkitbtr m mgrom Mmter^ mr sfimM: For^ as ourSavloQT 
obftrres^ LaJUxfl io« fft tbm itfmttfid im t/iMt whi^h it 
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at St. Maiy in Lait^eth. ii 

leajf^ ii'fmthfitt ^fr in mMh^ tmd he thiu ss Ohp^dM tkf 
liMfi^ u unJHjt Mlfi in PHMck^ Which being a ktod of Pro- 
▼erbiai Senttnce, is to be flDderftood, as M ocbec Saj^ 
ings t>f that Nature are, as generally and ibr the acft 
part trae: And I'm afraid, if f hofe who aDour Ttoafeirfs 
In znf Httle Arts of Fraud or Idjuftice, vrill put the<^e- 
ftioo home to themlelves, they will find that ii^ wot o^t 
of aoff true Principle of ReUgioo or Chriftian Fideiitt, 
but from fome worldly Motives of Repnutfdo^or Intcr- 
eft, or to keep themfeltes out of the Rea($h of tlbeLaw^ 
that they do not ran into gfeater ExcefTes. AV«re 1 n6t 
here conri4ering FideKty ds a Ohrifl^ian Grace; I might 
ihew the Exceltedcy of Jt as a Moral Vrrtne v tnd bow 
mnch, in the Opinion of the <^ifefl: Mor^ifts^^imdnlenc 
and finilter Praftices (Ink Men below the comnon Eflmm 
and Dignity of Hnman Natnre. Ther^ is nothibg thought 
a more jnft Matter of Reftntment to a Man/ than to be 
told be Lies : But it's a miftake to think ^at ^a Lie con- 
fiftsotfly in our not iiilfining o«r Words ^ no. every miean 
Artific:e whereby we impoie upon the Wmimff^M take 
>dfantage of the i^tfr^MPc^ of others, or'))nt cfflTaiqr felfe 
t>r counterfeit Wares, is in effed a Lie, and dqaeifly con- 
trary to that Truth and Ingemiity, which botii as Men 
and Cfariftians we ought to^diltover in alidur Dealings ; 
(thus Afimtim is (aid to hmve Utd to tho IMy Ck^fi^ Ads 
▼. 3. becaufe he kept iack fttrt of the Prict of oho Lsmd 
which bohadfoU^ and tacitly Would have pdt a Cheat upon 
the Apoftles) and upon which we muft aD ad, if we would 
hare the l&me joyfol Report from our own Mimls : whico 
the Apoftle, Exprtfles inf, i Cor. I 12. Oat liejoyoini^ faith 
he, ii fhis^ rven the Tefiimotrf 4f a ^ood Confciente^ tb^e with 
fimflidity mid godiy finceritj^ not with flefidy Wifdom^ er 4r- 
tording to the felfe Maxifns, whereby Men who havtno 
Views beyond this World, are governed, hneiy the Gntee^f 
God we hme hud owr C^Mtr fiction hi this tVorld^ i Gmt. i. 1 2. 
7p Aniother Efiedof ^b Grace of God here men- 
tioned, i%Meehiefi*^ by i^faicii, tho* the Word is capable 
of other Senies, I here t^ke it as tt fenifies a sood Temper 
towards ehofe who are dt ^fMer&xt Opiabn, and por« 
haps Cttmmunion from jlan' own ; coimdering the De- 
fers and f^Dibility of our own Reftibn, wetmght patients 
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*.ljr lb V^tbe Ataibplcf fuch Men, aod i^lxqre.there is 
«ony )vQb(ibllity;.pf Siiccer^/ to ^eM«r ioto private Conv^^* 
-fettoD vtith:iliheo),,tO(expt^ft|^ tender aod compaffioaate 

Seofaitf tbr tldBgcr .they .a|)Q iis .and -to li^e*^ tbp pro- 
^pcr;iMbdis\0o4r^goni|Httf ffe ^fkOrip reftoTfiutheai. ^ This 

I takertp:lN( tl{e;p^^r i(neani9g'^d impoFt <if Ciayrlfiian 
:MefluiQft^ piiiif^yiOiuipb^e-'tocf^) it M^d^fkion* .Thb 
,N«>tiBil «tf:}tiW€)l<^acn fraQi.ebe,coiiftaQt.|^aQ)ceaad Ex- 
> a«plciof riri»; Aif efc a^d oH^ly . Jefts* . r ., : ' 
c But Jb do nCtftinPWi tli^t we baye aay AQtboritj from the 
. Ward fii;Gq^' to itxttfhf^p NotioQ ^ k ci^uaber, ias if 
rour :Xeiyioi';)^S; towards :tl>p/e t^at s^re .^ithqut ^od a- 
»fiaiDft'«5filM«l<V oblige «^f^>'goJnto Mea&ires due&ly 

0|jp66te to liie/Iaterefts of U^fe tbatiar^e^rvich us v as if 
rfor. tfatciilKfi'oi«:pcefeot falft delpfive Fea<}e^ we ihould 
3 facrifie^ ril(M* ^fiea) >A4y#ntj«fA . pf . Order aad DifcipiiQc, 
:ai]dlayri^e^j^«IQ](ia|ytf3Q,p£,gr.ea^^ H^ats aad -Conteotio^s 
•lor tftd ftttvrei ::l0.%woi<di ^y^ ^^ coul^ npt preforrea 
;.ChaiftiaQoT>mp$r> witbw^ wdtrminiag the true aod iim- 
: damMt^-fiUgbti ©f ,tbfi Gi»ri||iap phufcb, '5*. % , . 

I' I «|N^tf)rfc|j^';tbe;lai[^;L|<^ Q^tbis Cb^m.of Cbiiftian 

Graeevyebkb:V^^^^ ^^ ^P^t^j^g ^uji^ yo%^Qcl(tbac is 
iX^Mftrmft^i (Byr: T^papf ri^ce; i under ftaod a pioderate 
^- ufe of ti»9fe)T6ftgs wh|c^ ti;p^ to gratify .our botfly Ap- 
« petit^^ yiHU%v^e are iq.tbe. Body, both Realoa aud Rf- 
liiigioa lallawf ^% tp take care ior the Preferjr^tiQV of tbe 
iiMiaw^&ife::' But all txg.efeand Diforder^dug.prtjn- 
idici^l.toith^.ChTiftiaa Uf^i^;a^ vv^ll 3^ the AiuiDal,! we 
i'9r.e fA>y\&i4iV>iM T^n^p^ratf, both ujpoA- a' Nif oral and a 
I K^cdi^^m^ ^con^t 5 nay, 09 ^aqy Occajioiis^ that wc 
I rwyvlthc bftter.ajten^^thg PujH.cs of Religioii, and ba?ca 

• greatcc^gpfim^pd over' pijy^^Appptitcs,, w;e 9"g^t to deny 
cpi|r/iii|i^B.«y^n-Tbin»i^law/ul and innocent:,' fey con- 
\ Jl40$ljinc^gi§^.^9flVTiwy^ do not 
.Tdoit/<q^^}ctei^>ci*W' I^qs^woy^ jIh)! .and, heavy, and a^e 
- fil}/d yiiijf f^q^-fj^iiS^^c^dcB!^ and hav;e lefs relilh for 
'.theftpifitj^V^erdfcsiM^^ , 

• :^^ ;^S}%U'J1 all' ^i6fe, jwho, fe^. 4pwo, the ^pjcs <)f 
-.Holy.Mv«)ii*,ipt oalV Wpfc«jW5,Tcmpfi^4qc^ but.Mor- 

• Um^pn^^iZi • df^T)foljjJf^^ccI5ty. to ^thoTe Jwhd, would 
^^^Jiprv^theai^;. fil»fcM#od ^<3j St; i?^^^ (wKo 
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had fo.gijeat a.Meifixre of the Spirit of God) took; and 
if we he, led by the SpititJf Ged^ we fhall imitate him hert^ 
10^ we ibfill' agree with.hid^ that there arc a great maof 
Things, cpafiderM fim^iy ^ and ia themfelves, lawful icfc 
M^xx^whick mt net i^pedi'em for the Chrifiign^ aifd wbic(l 
efpecially, if we will not come under the Power pf, wjb 
mult i:.e(olyeto deny our iielvesin. 

I know CfxxfA'Ti'a,) yvhich is here render'd T?mperance9 
does more properly, iignif v. Continence, or abftaiaing 
from all unmodeft" and' uncha.T: Ailions, which are fo ij^- 
Wpliftejt with a Li:c ... '.rue Fiety and Religion, that 
they are'ufiiaKy *i';_ju'd at th^ Head of thofe Sins ot thp 
JFleflL which'ate ct^poftd to the Fruits, of the Spirit, aoa 
'pre lo, incpnfiftent with his Purity and Holinefs, that be 
will rot d^ell in a Heart that is defiled with ihcm ; and 
cfpecl^liy, 'the 'Apollje^ cxprelly decUres in the Verffe 
prcceediog my Text, That they whp do fucb thw£S [haH 
not 'inherit the Kingdom' of God^ 

But ray.Defign in Explaining thefe Wordsj being to fol- 
low the Literal Senfe of them, I Ihall not infill. further upr 
on this Coniideration \ especially, feeing what I have (aid 
in .general Concerning jjthc Duty of Selt-denial and Mor- 
tification^ may be indifferently apply 'd to intemperate an<| 
incontinent Perfons. • '/ 

!Uet lis. n9w fee what Ifnprovements may be made of 
what has been faid J Add^! 

,1. Let us ^onfider all thefe Fruits of tjhc Spirit of Go^ 
together, that upon . Examining .our own Confciences, 
w^ may knqw whether'we be led by him. And, 
* ^ Tu X)o you then in earned love your Chriftian Brethren 
in that nieafure and degree which becomes the Memberit 
of^ the Myftical Body, into which you are united by tbjc 
lame Spirit, or which is agreeable to that Senfe whereiq 
hejcalls pur Duty to Love one Another^ a nexv Commandment f 

gi^.Do you not only love your Cbriftian Brethren, b»t 
tale a fepCb|c Pleafure and Delight in the tjcprcffions df 
your Lb vc towards them, in being u(eful and beneficial, 
as;ypu;hftvc Opportunity, to them? 

^. Dp you live (as much as in you lies) peaceably with 
all Men^ and endeavour to promote Peace and good SH'm^ 
^and cgmpofe DifFcrences.amon^ otihers? j ; ; , 
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4. Do yon find in your fclvcs^ imder any Provocatioa 
t>r Injury done you, a Difpofition to forgive thofe who 
iiavc done it ; or are yon moderate and reafooride 
in yoQf Demands of SatistaAton, and willing miier to 
depart from your own Right, tban to mn Things to Ei- 
tfemity ? 

K. Do not you only Experience in yonr (elves a goal 
Inclination to all generous Offices ti Kindnefi and Himu- 
iiity toward^ all Men, bnt alfo aftually as idt as yoa are 
capable, perform rficra ? 

• 6. Are you fincere in your way of Commerce asd 
^Dealing in the World ? Do you, from your Hearts, and 
as you will anfwer it to God and your own Conlcieiices, 
forbear ail finifter and indireftr Pradices, all the Uttle 
Arts of nnjafl: Gain, how much foever they are antbo- 
rifed by the common Praftice of a corrupt World, or 
may be thou^t the Secrets of yonr federal Myfterie^ 
Callings, . and Profeffions ? 

Are yoq in the next Place fincerdy defirons to Rc- 
daim your ChrilHan Brother from the Errors of his 
Thoughts, and by a Natural Confequencc from the Evil 
of his Ways, that he may be led into the Way of Tfotb, 
land bold the Faith in the Uqity of the Spirit, and m the 
Bond of Peace? And do you to this end treat with, ^and 
admonifh him 4o a Brmher^ and endiav^mr r# refine bsm 
in the Spirit of Meehefs ; out of a hearty Ttadcrneft and 
Compaflion for the dangerous State he is in, wiikh as it 
is a more Chriflian, will be a mudh more efifedual Me- 
thod to bring him to the acknowledgment of the Truth, 
ihan all the ialfe and political Schemes abroad id tl&e 
•World. 

^ And. in the laft Place, Do you really and ftriQly ob- 
Jftrve the Rules of Chriftian Temperance and Chaftit^? 
Do not yoii indulge your ftlvcs to any vicious Ekcefi in 
Eating or Drinking, or any other fenfual (jratificatlbns! 
'Ot rather oti the other hand. Do you not deny joor 
«felrcs in Thfngs even lawful and innocent^ left your li- 
berty iQ them &oaIjd prove ati occaiion of tht nefli f Do 
yon tottfldtr. tW your Bodies, while yon polIWi dicm 
*tf SariftflSciWoii and Honour, are the Temples rtP the 
Pnreand Holy, sttd fmma'ctilate Spirit of God? And do 
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yoii TMVy take care to prepare them for the Reception and 
EafiAtatnmeDt of thh Dtrioe Gueft ? 

tf tpcM tbefe feveral Inqohries^ you find yon have the 
aiif«far!.6f dgood Goarckoce, then may you comfortaUy; 
coochi<k, that you have difcofer'd ia^ your felves the. 
Froit&ol the Spirit; fir ifyeht kd iy the Spirit #f GpJ^^ 
thc*^^yitheS0tts^f GvJ., ' > 

Fr^ what hs»been faid, we may obftrve that the befti 
way to. know whether we hate the Sptfit of God, is by. 
bria^dQ fi»rilt the Fruits of it. Our Saviour himfelf hasi 
xnado this tbt Rule whereby we may try the Spirits^ wheih^r 
tbtykffCcd ; m gimd Trte (viz^) €M9in0t hri^g f&rth corrnf^ 
frmt^ nritbfr doib 4» evil Tree bring farph g^A FrmK 
What Ihiii we theft thUik of thofe Meo, who mal^ a 
laoghia Temper, or a h»ted Imagioatioo, or a bliod 
2eal fiar the Perrwafioo they are of ^ a Zeal which iaga^* 
ges them in wicked and ungodly Defigos, the only^vi-. 
dence of their being led by the Spirit of God. The Spi*. 
rit cannot deny himfelf ia his own Works, or put Chri-» 
ffcians. upon, inconfifteat Meafure) and Defigns ; and efpe* 
ciaHy, whatever Pretenfions Men may make to the Spi-. 
rit, (and. the higheft Pretenders are many times the 
greateft Strangers to it) yet if they be not led by the Spi« 
rit, 4md bring forth the Fntits of it^ we have all the rea* 
foa in the World to queftion, or rather indeed to rejed 
smd deteft their Pretediogs. And fo.agaio, when En*- 
t^ufitfts pretend fpccial and immediate Reyelations from 
the Spirit, yet if the Things they have fpoken do not 
come to pafi; if we fire no Fruits nor Elfeds of their 
Prediftions;, we are to cooclade by the fame Rule, that 
it is not the Spirit of God, but a lying Spirit, that fpeaks 
in the Mouths of fuch Prophets. 

And if the Fruits of the Spirit be an Argument of our 
bebg led by him, this is Matter of great Comfort ta 
good Men, when (as it often happens) their Affedions to 
ij^iritual Thii^aare not lb ftroi^ and lively, as at other 
times; fiir To long as they are fruitful in good and fpiritiial 
Works, and their 0>n{ciences do not condemn them for 
miy known Breach of their Duty, tho' they may fern to 
ft taft iawn^ yet they may pioufly conclude, that thoy 
0r$ norforfakcn : Chiiftiana of the moft exalted Piety and 
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Aadiifig Ze^l^ do nov alvvstys feel the lame'FeiVoar in 
their Devotions, nor cad* th€y*iat all TiMss hare the teoe 
Tide for Roligi^a ; their Minds ^re now and thai more 
ittfenrible to the Lights and thinr Hearts to the: MotSQ^-s 
<flf it t A cold and idark Night fpreadsit felf, as .it- met€y 
over their Souls, and their Impacitnce for the dawniDg 
of the Day makes it appear long too ; 4o thb difcooib- 
litte State the^ ard fillM wkh diltraain^ and fr^tfol 
Appf eheniions, kft God fitould withdraw the wonted 
lAflueaces of his t>ace, and abandbo them* to thfemfeives. 
Thorn didjt hUi thf Face fr6m mn (faith holy David) ^mdl 
hM/ trckbted. This was not only tfie cafe of holy David^ 
bat of all the Saints that evej* KvM upon Earth ; they 
have all experienced the Viciflitude^ of Light aM Dark- 
mfi(, of the inward Delegations of Grace, and the. Re- 
tarns of Temptation. We ought not then to he diP 
couragM, fo long as we are not overcoine by T^cmiMa- 
tion *, if this fometimes happen to be our own ctfe, God 
delights to hide hknfelf for ai Time frotn .his Childisn, 
for the Tr^idal of thfetr Faith and L6ve, or to. make tfacm 
more fenflble of their Dependance . on* him^or tfir^ia- 
c?reafe their Joy when at Ungth fee' is found of. them. * For 
it is with the healtliful Scate of the Sool, as witb that of 
the Body j we are never fo fcivfible of the Blefliog of it, 
as in a Fit of Sicknefs, or iofrmediately after we are Re- 
coverM from it. Thus holy Ddvidin the forecited Pfilm, 
a(fter he had experienced the Retlims of God's Favour^ 
and fpecial Prefcnce, breaks out into that pious .Exulta- 
tion, ThcH hafi turned my Grief into Joy^ .thou bdjt enctm* 
pfjfed me with Gladnefs. In Truth, the inward Confiita- 
tious and Delights of Grace, wberewicb gobd ftka are 
fometimes vinted. are not to b? confider'd as tfa« Moral 
Fruits of the Spirit, or our 'Ddty,. but as the free and 
fpecial Gift of God, which 'hei ma^ difpenfe .wfacn> aod 
after what itianoer, and in whatlneafore iie|)le9far: ^Tis 
our Duty to fubmit to his DiCjIbettfttions, aad rpiiiotly 
awaic his Plcafure, and hope tor the Comforts oi his 
Grace, in the ufe of the (landiog and known Moms of it; 
and this, whatever our fpiritual Deftrtions are, which we 
may be feqCble or complain of, will afford ns diis mi* 
fpeakablc Satisfadion, that we are notwithftaUdtag^ kd 
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ky'theSfirit of God^,and sre thi^Sons of God: For hi this tht 
Children, of <3od sro mawfefi^ and the Phildron of the Devil^ 
whoever does ftot Righteoufnefs is not of God. And by Parity 
of ReafoQ^ vrhoever does Rfghteoofaefs, and briogs forth 
the Fruits of it)i tho' he is.oot always in the lame Holy 
Fraroe^pd pUpofitioo of Mind, yet may comfortably afTure 
himfelf tbat^heisofGod. 

. F^rtt^er^ From what has been faid, we may obferve the 
grcatrDegeneracyaqdOjirruptiQQof Chrilaans*, ^orif we 
nmft jaciige of our being led by the Spirit of Cod, by the 
Fruits i\iB produces in us, by the Change he operates in 
pur Hearts^ from impure aM finful to holy and. Vertuous 
bifpofitionsti How few are there alas! in Comparifon, 
that are led by the Spirit of God: How few that dircovec 
in theif Lires and Converfations, that they are infli^enc'd 
eod governed by fo DiviQe a Principle : Row few that in 
good earnefl: feem to have reaounc'd the Devil and all his 
\Vorks, the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World, 
and all the finful Lulls of the Flelh. It cannot be diiTem* 
bled, that a true, folid, and exalted Piety, a Piety wor« 
thy of tbofe that are led by the Spirit of God, is a rare 
Thing, at lealt not fo common as might be expedfd j and 
indeed if we did not know the corrupt State into which 
Chriftians are f^ok^ we could not in Reafoo, we ought not 
in Charity, to believe it. But alas ! our Corfuptiods are fo 
vifible, that even thofe that pafs by obferve and ob}ed them 
to our Infaipy : is this ( fay they ) the City that Men caUthe 
PerfeSsenof BefHty^ the Jey of tht^ whole Earthy Lam. ii. !$• 
Thm we itpe occ^fion^ as the Prophet obferves in the fol- 
lowing Wprcjis^ to the Enemies of oar Sion to oven their 
Months ^mnfi it^ and to queftion whether' there be really 
that fuperjoatur^ Tower and Principle among Chriftians^ 
in order to Reform and Convert them, which the Gofpel 
promifes, and pivines talk fo much of: if there be (fay 
they ) fuch a fupernatural Power and Principle among 
Chriiti^^ i^'s ilrange we do not difcover a more ge- 
neral Reformation among them too. It^s flrange in- 
deed, and God knows theObjedion which is here made 
•is too true i. but it may be accounted for, and I need go no 
fiirth<&r tb^ the* Words of my Text to account for it, as 
many ae are^led hy the Spirit ofGoeL they are the Sens of God. 

C . The 
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The Spirit of God draws as by the Cords of a Man, b? 
foch Mouvcs and Coofidcrations as are proper to work 
upon Tcafonable and free Agents •, he Invites, be per- 
ftadcs, he moves ns to Obedience^ but be doth not for- 
cibly compel us to it : So that if ♦vc wHI not liearkea to bis 
Calls, norfoUow his Motives, otir DHbbedirace does ooc 
proceed from any Dcfcft in the Afflftances be affords 
but in onr own wilful Ncgka -and Contempt of them. 
And fncb a,P6wcr of Rcfifting^ Grace of God, is aoi 
only highly agreeable to tj)e State^and Conditioo of free 
Agents, boft is neccflarily ftppos'd from the very Natare 
of Rewards and Puniflinreijts. But then we can oo more 
arpc from the Abufe of this "Powb-v that there isoo fijch 
thing as the Grace wMch the Gofpel promifes, than we 
can argue there is no foch thing 'as Light whee we wiD 
not open our Eyes to fee rt. If a lame film that is not 
able to walk b;^ Himfdf, wifl r^fWe the Help or Hand d 
one that is willing to Confliyft. atid Support him, if be 
fall into the Dirch or the- Mire, the Blame is not to be 
laid upon hi:n that ofierM his kmd Afliftance, hot npon 
his own' R^fcrfal-^f it. In likfe manner rTho' the Spirit 
of God affords us all thofe dtans whicli are proper to 
repair the Dcfetar, and ftrcngthcti the Weaknefe of onr 
Nature, yet if we flrg1\tand rejeft his Offers of them, it 
is wholly our own Fault, aiid we mull anfwer for it. And 
indeed it is as good an A'rgument agaioft the ChriRUa 
Religion, ^hat it does not by a niiraculbus'Pbirer enable 
thfe Blind to fee^ or the Lame to walk^ as Hbat it does not 
reform fuch flupid and obftinatc Sinners as rdblve not 
to be reform'd. After all, it were to be wlRTd there were 
no occafifin to iufwer this Objeftiom agdinft 'C&rrftianity 
from the Corrupt Lives and iHanners orChriftiadi: And 
^tho' what we haVefaid is ^ fufficicnt AnfWer-to-it, .yet it 
would be much* more for 'thc.Honout and Intereft <rf our 
^oly Religion if Chriftians li^M-more genifrally up to tkc 
"holy and admirabit Rules of 'it, and endeavoilr'dby God's 
Grace to adorn the Dofltrine of our Lord k/yJSiviour yr/i* 

Chrifv In dll. things. 

And thus 1 have reprefirited unto you, accforaSil|tt^niir 
Mithod proposM, what itls to'be ltd by thc^i^ft WGod. 

' ' Give 
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. Gir^ me tea\:«) in the iKfxt Place, td amgraHiUte whb 
OS maay of yon as^are Idd^y thrSptrit of iiod, the Bap« 
pfiie£lQf yonrCoaditioo. . . - 
; fif^ft^ h/it DOt matted of uafpeakahlo; Joy and Satis* 
faftioa tt>yott^ that all your Prayers to the. Throne of 
Gfa<je ftir;whi^is.really£Qod(fi)r you, am ?l74ys heard? 
Is it a fmall Thing to have ff eft Accefs to th^Etenf?]. Deity^ 
r^ eomihpUH^ snd in fitll ^rgncit vf Fsith hforchJpt/ How 
high ate Afen apt to bear themfeltrei u{>on the Favour of 
their Prince, oi^ oven of- a^Btibjeft at the Helm of Affairs^ 
efped^y ifvtliey have his Eaf.aad CoofidesifOi aad can 
harc.no'detiialof what is fit. to be graofocil: ttieiQ. And 
ibali wc not think it aa BQotmr to be in a State pf Grace 
and Favour with God^ tobe enconragM to pray to him, 
tohavehuEmrsofm m pwr Pray^ivs } But yoa Will fay. 
When a Man comes into the Prefeoce of his Priuce or of a 
Grandee, the niilbte Pomp and Splendour wherewith they 
are furroiinded, their Afpeft, the Air of Qreatnefs, which 
the In&ginatton naturally fttpp9ies, makes a fenfible Difiet- 
ence cnthe Cafe; wheresB, when we addrc^rs Our (elves 
unto God by Prayer, we fee nothing of all this. *Tis 
granted : But then, 1 fay, what is wanting in the Senfible, 
isinfiaioety ovet'^ballancM by. the real Ef&i^s of God^s 
Preience; for if he be not preient every where by. tbe 
Eflefts of his Power, and Know kflge, he. is prefont ia no 
Place, be is not God, be wonts thoft Perfe^ions which are 
required in a Being infipitely peafedt. This is evident from 
the Reafon of the Thing ; aad the Scriptures as plainly 
confirm it. Bo n^t 1 fiil. Heaven 4nd Earth f fmth the Lord \ 
Jer..xxitt. 24. Whetiur fitaU 1 ge from thy Spirit f, jirid rphe- 
therfiuill 1^9 from thy Prefont f faith H6ly Djt\f%4. If 1 
climb §4p to Heaven thou art there: If I gt^ doxeh i9 Hell thoH 
art there, affo v .If Iraki tbo Wings of the Mdrni^^ and remain 
in the uttermofi Farts of.tko Earth j .even therA alfo fhall thy 
Hand lead wf, and thy right Hand hold *se. Where the 
ffalmifi omitting all ntoeSp^cubtious concerniiig the Man- 
ner of God's Prefence, in a very lively, and jrlegaot Strain 
. declares the Reality of it by thofe Ei&atial Attributes of 
bis Power and Knowledge; 

What therefore if in ymn* Approaches, to the Throne of 
Crace^ you do not fee God In his Glory and Majefty, God^ 
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whom yoQ canoot indeed thus fee and live, yet lb long as 
you know you have an Intereftjn him, and that he perfedr- 
ly fees you, and knows your Wants, and that his Power 
is of the fame Extent witb his Knowledge \ Why ! yon 
have the fame Encouragement to come into his Prefcoce, 
and offer up yoor Prayers to him, as if it were pofEble for 
you to fee him with your bodily Eyes. 

Now confider with your felves, whether there be any 
Happine(s, or indeed ( if we filence the Senfes and Imagi- 
nations) any Honour like this in the whole World ; to 
have the Great God, the Km^ of Kings'^ and Imi 9f Lmrds^ 
who is Wife in Heart, and Mighty in Strength, to wbofe 
Knowledge all things are prefent, and to whofe Power all 
•things arepoflible. To have this. glorious Beings I lay, 
to be a Patron, a Friend, and what includes all other BleP 
4ings, a Father to you: What your Condition may be in 
other refpeds in the World I kqow not, 'tis what God fees 
'Bt for you, and we know that thd' we cannot fee ^11 the 
*Rea(biis of his Providence, yet according tQ the Scheme 
he himftlf has laid of it, all thhigs, either with refpeft 
to this Of a future Life, or both, £ail work together for 
•good to them that Love him; 

Which leads me in the Jalt Place to coogratolate With 
-you the Happinefs of your Condition, if you^ ltd by the 
'Spirit of God, with refped toJanother World. 

But here I am at a lols to exprefs my felf, or to fpeak in 
• a Manner fntable to-^e dccafion; Th9 Clmry pf tht New 
JerufaUm^ the Cky of CoJ^ yrepired for thofe ihai Lovt tiar, 
' and are led by his Spirit j afkonifhcs me ! I cannot take a clear 
and diftiad View of it *, much lefs if i could,, were I able 
to defcribe it? But its fufficient that we know eooogh io 
general W fill our Hearts with impatient Defires after it ^ 
to quicken our Endeavours, to inflame our Zeal, and make 
us defpife all the Terrors and Flatteries, and vain Pro- 
mifcs iof this World. 

Tis faficieat, I iay^^to all theie Ends, and particularly 

' to fapporD us Under all the Sufferings of this Life, Thai w 

- knoip thAt t^elMri the Seos of Cod^ smd if Sens then Meirs^ 

Heirs of God^ smd joint Heirs with Chrifi\ thmt if fo he we 

fufer with himi, weJhaU be klfo ^erified with him. 
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. Aod eTpecially whatever Tf7aUGod i». ideas*d to eser- 
ci(e yoor Faith with^ look ypon them as the tender Char 
ftifements of a Fatheri, ^$ the Method God io hU Wifdom 
lees fit to m^ke ufe of i> hrwging mmr) Sorfi inf Gl^y. 

Ccnfider with your feWes that it is hot a li^tte Time, and 
a Period will be put both to the Troubles aud Enjoy- 
ineDts of this World, and perhaps to the World it felf* 
Coofider that you W^ here np akiJing City^, that your Inhe- 
ritance is in another Country, *n Inherit snce incprruftibU^ 
mnd which fadeth not at$af^ tf fervid for you in the Helens ; 
which as foon as you enter upon, all Tears will be wip'd 
from your Eyes, and you fliall neither know Sorrow nor 
Pain, aor SuflTering more ; but Live for eyer iq perfe^ 
Blifs both of Body and Miiidi and enjoy all Ihe^lenty and 
Pleafure^ all the Freedom and Fulhefs which your Father's 
Houf& c^n af&rd ; Your Father, whom, you w^U the9 
fee Face 4o ^sce^ yopr Father, whom ye will tbea know^ 
4Ven slfo ^ yoH me hnetmi. 

If this \^ the happy State of the Sons of God, who 
would not delire to be led by the Spirit of. this Grea|: 
and Gracipqs God ? 1 am fatisfied we mult all be c^onvinc'd 
that it is not only our Dqtj^ bqt our Happineia to be fa 
What Teoudiis, but while this Convidipri is. flir<>ug upoa 
our Minds, we Ihould con|(d$r:thQ^Eflrc;4t. it ought to hayp 
upon qs.; and that we.'Qipylil make^irputmiaftflBt Study to 
<iifcover tbofe Fruits ogjthf Spirit in our iCivAcao^ CpQ^^^r 
iations, which may make.iWW!«irthy tp t)e callod his Sons. * 
1 fliall only crave your Patience while 1 fpesik a Word 
or two by way of Dire&ion for the Improvement of the 
feveral Graces of the Spirit I have recommended in the 
foregoing Dilcourfe. 

And the Means to this End, which the Holy Scriptures 
acquaint qs with, are too many to be infilled uponj and 
therefore I ihall confine, my felf to Two or Three of the 
Fublick Ordinances, which God of his infinite Wifdom 
hath appoiated as the Means of conveying his Spirit^l 
Bleflings and Favouis to qs. , 

. The Firft I (ball oo^tion, is pHhlick Prayer: We have a 
liberal Profnife of our Savioor to encourage o^r commoa 
Addrefles to the Throne of Grace, where Two or Three are 
met together in his Name^ there he hath fromiftd he will be im 
the Midjt ef them. d g tized-by Google But 



' Bminiec&^e'Vteiiill^n of lie Thtirg'fhews, that tlie fpe- 
dal Pfeftiiet irhd ^BUfling 4(f Qdd may be hoped for with 
greater Al(niraki>vrhea hts-MthfulSenraats ar^ met to 
acknowledge tftetr Depend.ittce eir biiti, and' tltagnifie bis 
Uanyt tdgethevVyi^^ '/ ^^^ ififfu^ fnwm FrJ^§r ^ mu 
'Right^t40 Nrfm'kOi^iUtb thiich^ H ^eUts a Joft-and Jiecefljrf 
CoDcliiliort* t»i«6^ the united Prayer Sc of fevcral TCfghteots 
Men Aoold aVaJl much mofe: And (o grea€ Is the Cka* 
xity, lo weil d€<ignM the DeVotiafi^ of our moft excoBeat 
Church, chat a confiderable Fart of them confijfra in our 
Interce(ri6b^^for one another : And for that ReaSon^ one 
would think, even thbfe that 6nd nb good Dilpofiiiooa ia 
therafelftfs no prii^ate Prayer, -yet fliodd Offtit bo Op- 
jxntnnitles of repairing to the PnUick Worihip- of God, 
in order to' their Edification and Benefit by the P^rayers of 
the C6agrdga(ion. Prayers rtcommended by Ibcb ^ noble 
^d fiiie attain bf-Deiroti6h^'>ib }>iouOy adiapfed to liH Sorts 
and Condjtions of Men^ and fo- faf exceeding tfA ordinary 
tluman' C^V^fifions, that thi^e^ii' great Realbb fb believe 
that <hef Were>comp(rtc(l by Men ttfted by t!ie Ipecia} Di- 
reaion tif «y Spirit of God; Tbtrcfor e let a» Mafters 
of FamJlied^ that their CbHdrm and Servanti* repair hi- 
ther^ and'alfo w^tch thtefr^B^avfonrs in tbh Place, as 
they (hall arfwer to God fbr' it if they negt^ft it. Take 
'<are that airftciHar Thoughts'b^ diftharged ji»hcii fo» ea- 
ter into fhe-^Yidkii'iry^ ^nd approach the Divine Prefcnce: 
Remenib^rthat this is the Prefenec-Chamber of tht great 
King df HeaVin, Jind that y6Ar Behai^our OD^t to be 
'ftited to the Dignity of thi Ptrfon whom you arc ap- 
'proa^hihg. i .... ^ 

But I do not urge this as the only Reafootd induce yoa 
to frequent this Place-, the Honour of God, theObedience 
we owe to the Commands of owr Ecclefiaftlcal'Soperiors, 
^nd the EXfire of avoiding Sciindai, and giving onr Adver- 
5feHes occafion of Reproacb, rWige yon to repair to the 
^'Pnblick Worflhp of God upon the Lord's Day tEyea com- 
mon Decency will not fuffer'-tfhy T^rfoii (without great 
T^frceflRyythen to'<>eabfenti ddV,'ftidc^,.dSpttn'any occa- 
'!5on brt^hi^Week*E)ay, wheb i*e ai* not otiitf ways very 
^^TfeJI and tf^llj^ emf loyMP • ' •• 
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Qt -S. Maty in LambcthA ^ 5 

' ^C0^iitfl ^Another t'utilicrk Means God hith appointed 
for *Gf»r R(rtigltfhs te^rovcmcnt, «? Pr^aihiHg:;^ I mighty 
perhaps, fr>f my dwa fality )f 1 had no forther Vie»!si 
haT^io^fffed to bav'e faid flay thing upon ttiis^Bead^ being 
coBrdoQd to Biy felf of fny Inability <c6nftder]Dg the 
gre^« Attendance to b« gtven to Parecbisl Offices ia thfii 
PaWih) 4o d*feha1rgc fo^ greht • a f unAIon. IitTo .large and 
Aunterans an AiK!itoi7^: i^tsttay Goaftioufiiers ia tliis re^ 
fp^ rail^s- (as it alfvafs fias dofieii a«d4}'^s will do| 
tny grateful S^mimeDts e( tbe Fatows and Cijiriitities yda 
bavQ continually done me, • )b much the higher*' 

Bat iffhiil intend (%^ i\ikt\Pfeachiftg bdftg 4n Ofdinasce 
6f God, we may hop^ for his Bleffing' updb 4^ <afid fM 
tbdt Reafon ought to givfc Attendaace to it, whsitever tht 
Cap&dty of mf ftif, or thoTe that are ^o fiM^efed we te 
this&tatioo, ifire^ as bein]g fuchVhom Gdd hiltiv^ddptoterd 
tt'tfiinifter tojyou Jn this'O^ce^ for indeed^ 4fter att] 
It is riot the Perfonal Qiwlifieatlohs if'ihc- fru^h^^ 7h^ 
H^ c^hU fftnk with the TinoUes 4f Mtn and J^ftgils^ bllt^a 
pidUs Temper and DU^fkion of Mind in the HtArer ; and 
abwe aH, the Grace of God, which fenders ihi g^od Sted 
ff the Word fruitfuL ; . . , ' 

. fbirdfy^ Therefore in the laft Phce, let me recommend 
to-^o^ a. frequent Participation of the Lorcf's Stopper i 
tVheri we cdnfider vrhat high Things are fpoken of this 
BIcflM Skcrament, and *ith what Happy and Soul-faving 
EflTeds it is attended, one would imagh\ It nefedlcfs to 
Mhort^en eonftanHy to repair to it. And therefore 1 
fliall not ttrge to you ahy-MotiVes or Arguments from the 
Advantage* of Gommufifcating at the Lord's Shipper when* 
ever itjs adminiftcd i that (and the ufefulncfs of Private 
Pray^rs^ id your Fattiihiw) bein^ excellently prefbrmM by 
your Reverend Reftor, and put into every of your Harids^: 
*6t befeech Alrtighty Gpd'.on all Occafions,to difpofe your 
Hearts for the worthy Reception of it^ri the Time df 
yottr Healths, that your Confciences reproach you not 
for the negle^ of it -upon your Death-Beds^ as it bath 
too often happened in the Courfe of my Mimftration to 
lick People in this Parifh ^ and then you will Experience 
at lea(i tome of thoCe Heaveply and Divine Eflefts, which 
the Scripture attributes to it; ^ 

r T ^°^ 
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24 ^ bEtiMON jfreacDOpO^c. 

i And thus I hdvc gone through the; A^tfaod I prqxiftd 
In fpcaking to the Words of my Text^'^and making foph \ 
jrfcful Improvements as 1 t^jought mqft proper. If I \ 
Jiave b^n 9[> happy as 16 fay any thing (l^t izmy leaie \ 
ally good or lafting ImprelTioa on you, God be praifed ^ 
for it : My Defign was, ooj pf ^ r^l and tender Concetn . 
for You, heighten^ by fo.njany obligii^ Coofiderations, ' 
togive youeitbftfeeft.Iqftrii^wns J could, in order tea 
H<Hy and ReUgidim^L/ffi, a^Mc^^ \t Js the lalfc Office I 
may .be :ciApS})le 9iAm& X09 ig jjiiis kind, ib it is die 
bell I can d^ yoiu in agy kio4- 

r Laft of alU tnV Brethren, let R^^igipa be. your Study 
ill ^U its Piirts.aod Graces ; let ns keep ^is Sabbatbs,. aod 
l^bferve Ijis.OrdUuipccs, tbofe particularly I have^be^ re- ' 
CiOmmen^iD^ pntp you^^ be fur^ to, read, and pbferve bis ' 
Word, tbat you may profit by if, ^^d let y9Hr:Pdigbt 1 
be in thellAw Qf the Lord ^ let us Trimble .at^ his Mafoe, ! 
imd do bis WiU.: Flee from Sio, la^d all your Lufts; 
;^tt4. particuterly, ren^emb^r the bjcw CommandoiciK 
th^t was gi Y w by ; our BleflSed Saviour, That yt Lfm^ ^ ! 
0tHifhr^ ai»d. Sbat ye livje ^o^etber as Brcjtbrcn : ^ Reonm- I 
ber, that^Religion doth not cop/jt in Mcatmnd Drmk^ kxt i 
in Right€9HJpefs ipffl Ptate mi J^ in ah H4ly jCh^fl: ^ then ' 
wiil God continue* ^is gpo^ Pro^^^tpn to oyr* qjo^ gra« I 
cious* Q.U £ E N *9 to pur Fleets and. Armies abrofi^ ^ud 
give Succefs to their prefect Endeavours for ijuniig^ ut 
£nd to a bloody and expensive War^ by proc}2ifDg foch 
9 P?ace a?/ijay tendjtp tlje Q\pif of Thee, pi)r<j^, to 
ihf Pre&rvftfipa 0^ (kr Sacrfd- Majefty, the;Pr^if|[a9t 
SiWffliojiv WSd'the common (Jppd 3Rd V^elfare ctf the^ 
Kingd<>m$.r . : ,.. . , ::•!.•._-:. 
, May Go4 bl^ft. jfou and y^ui^Cmklreny youi^ Servants 
and Dependents, ?Pd prefer,vp your,fioii|g out, and com- 
ing in, and (give^ucce^ tp a)) yoiivput your Hand upto, 
I, %d\\ cqaqliide ^llj yvitb .th^^Wcur4s of St. P^ i Cor. 

-' •: i.'. r .;•;/. IJ ..:;.; .J. . ..Ij ..; . . ;. ;: 
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